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Note: All records indicate his rank was Second Lieutenant, not Captain. 
Further information (from Google AI as of 4-28-2026): 

Historical Background 

• Documented Service: Records from the United Daughters of the Confederacy list him as serving 
in Company A, 31st Tennessee Infantry, CSA. This unit was organized in Weakley County, 
Tennessee. 

• The "Medic" Claim: Local Tennessee records state that he served as a medic for the Confederate 
army at the Battle of Shiloh. This role further suggests he was not commanding a line company as 
a commissioned captain. 

• Association with Forrest: He was well known in West Tennessee for assisting and feeding the 
troops of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Local lore credits him with helping Forrest 
escape a Union pursuit near McKenzie just before the Battle of Parker's Crossroads. 

• Post-War Title: Like many prominent Southern veterans after the Civil War, Baldridge was 
affectionately given the honorific title of "Captain" by his community and family, which stuck with 
him for the rest of his life and was inscribed on his grave records.  
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